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Improvising a winner

World-class Umbrella Music Festival showcases local, international jazz artists |

Here's your

e hicase
Nov. 5 as part.
of the festival.

BY MICHAEL JACKSON

ne of the most ambi-
tious and original
music festivals —the

cians at the Cultural Center
this week, which already
witnessed Chicago debuts
from rising stars Fran-
cesco Bigoni from Italy and
Lithuanian saxophonist Jan
Maksimowicz on Nov. 3.

The Nov. 4 bill at Elastic
in Avondale/Logan Square
features electro-acoustic
British solo saxophone inno-
vator John Butcher followed
by an equally rare visit from
New Yorker Tim Berne in
trio with bassist Devin Hoff
and drummer Ches Smith.

‘Smith returns Nov. 6 at
the Hungry Brain to stoke
guitarist Mary Halvorson’s
auintet, which ollows a are

solo set from m

Vizard Matt
The Nov 5 line-up at the
Hideout also s outstand-
ing. After opening sets from
Locksmith

presenter Mike Reed and
guitarist Jeff Parker, Odean
's Quartet with Mar-
shall Allen will headline.
Phily saxophonist and
composer 't been

the Jazz Showease with

and earlier still with the col-
lective group Catalyst. De-
spite sporadic associations

own right, a jazz godfather
on the Philadelphia scene,
ang X

The Sun-Times recently

%, 11/s, experimenting with
ifferent concepts.
ok Goliranc gave you
one o your frst gigs. When
did you first meet?
OP: We used to jam after
hours at the Woodbine Club

Sones and Dovald Bailey
‘would be there often. When
Miles asked Trane to join
him, he asked me to finish
out his gig with (Hammond
organ hero) Jimmy Smith.
Q. But you, still a teenager;

Eddie and I heard this
voice behind me say, “This
is Rahsaan Roland Kirk,
release your hands, keep
blowing and let me play
your horn”” He was amaz-
ing a showman, the audi-
ence love
Q. Tamym

playing unth s ot
hall e, with whomyou,

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS

ere are some highlights of the
2011 Chicago Umbrella Music
Festival:
Nick Mazzarella Trio

Nov. 4, Elastic, 2830 N. Miluc
kee, {773) 772:3616 elusncmrs arg

iversal
Sounds” (Porter Records). thts
year. Marshallis known for his
association with Sun Ra and
is one of the most uninhibited

* think: yor ready?
OP: Coltrane told me:
“You will never be ready. If

‘have to make yourself avail-
able”

any other). You originally met
when you attended rehearsals
Jor the Sun Ra Arkestra years

ago.
OP: Marshall lives close
tome in Philly; e is such a

totransiate whai Coltrane
was doing in the upper regis-
ter to the lower register of the
tenor saxophone?

OP: Well T have to give my
wife credit for that sugges-
tion. She really likes the
lower range of the horn and

great spirit.
the other day. It was raining
and 1 forgot my hat. He met
me with an umbrella and
held it over my head when

and strong he was when he
played the music (llen is 87,

zarella jusz o s second v
within a year, this one a breezy live
document rom a set at the Hungry
Brain in May titled “This is Just a
Test,” though
itadds up to
much more than
that. Mazzarella
ossesses a
Joyfully keening,

grained with the
happy-go-lucky,
‘gamboling-
‘puppy impact
of Ornette

Nick Mazzarella

Coleman's alto
lines, as well as Coleman's upbeat
exlslenhdllsm Mazzarella has his own

caught up with Pope over itis more difficult toplay  Pope
the phone: o ’  creunmstaniasm s per the
phor o cottaln thngsdown here, . Mrshal s frvicaivtainiirug e

1967, then after one year you b Mo %

twokalz ye{zr brealzesa % it fighting fury and fluent erscton,
= ey ably abetted by the superior rhythm

i 5 i tion of d Frank Rosaly and

wihile “rock % roll and disco” spiit hord tons. You've done Sun Ra’s music was, it was Haccist Anton Hatwich ey an

tablyongour ecord“Out orplingfe a The Hideout
Odean Pope: [ wasn't for a Walk” (Moers. herein Chica; .
ot el yend op: Muluphumcs started  OP:Well pexf rm my Locksmith Isidore
a

alsois on |he bill Nov. s al
the Hideot

drum legend Max Roach a
decade ago. Pope created a
S the oot
alive album
Loaded Half Nole 2006
m NYC's Blu

o on which Joo Lovano,
Michael Brecker and James
Carter guested with Pope's
long-running Saxophone
Choir (Ornette Coleman,
incidentally, wrote the liner
notes).

Back in the '80s Pope was
already making waves ina
Temariabl, iy riowith

sax and piano in the mean-
time and began to conceive
the music I would later write
for the Saxophone Choir.

1 took lessons with Ron
Rubin, principal woodwind

‘when I was learning the

tribute to (late saxophonist)
Prince Lash, which s very

9 p.m. Nov. 5, The Hideout, 1354 W.
Wabansia, (773) 227-4433;

oboe and then would play

false fingeri the tenor

by accident and sounds

started coming out.

Q. Another thing you

employ regulrly s irear
reathing. Who taught yo

et techmque

in the r
0. ol o W e
about the woodwinds, the
character of the pure and
natural sound, oy wll s the
sul

u W’mt didyoulearn from

“Op M vasa pioneer
for having your own voice
eery time you picked up

was (lhe late Pmladelpma

2005’
Myste xy of Prince
Lasha with Lasha and the
Odean Pope Trio) but, being
thendividualhe s, il be

ty
express himself.

with drummer Craig Melver,

pianist) EddieGreen who
told

was done T good iends
‘with Roland Kirk, who lived
in Phily fo fiveyears, but

shall Allen, 11 p.m. Nov. 5, The
Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia,
(773) 2274433, $15 cover;

it e e doing with
clrculsr breathing.
e’

wild story
atouek Kirk joining you on the

5o 0
the bill:Locksmith Lodgs, 9

Jeff Parker and Micke
Recd Duo 1opm

your nstrument.
rhythms

and
drammer Cornel mneawr,

Fve sgeinst olght. use %,

the 7057
0P was playing with

Jree-lancer writer and photog-
‘rapher.

Bass clarinet virtuoso Jason Sein
‘named this trio after his grandfather
Tsidore Stein, “he was a master lock.
smith in New York where I grew up
and he made a killing” Stei
for forbears is born out in his mi
which elsewhere derives from cool
ool innovators Warme Marsh, Lee
Konitz and Lennie Trist

Isidore is his most personal project

and convenes East Coast buddy
Mike Pride and prolific local bassist
Jason Roebke, playing Stein's stmng
originals, Material from the gt

v previous Clan Feed CDs i Tkely
o bé eatured as well 2 the back beat
stench out of Miss Izzy. With luck
Stein wil include his lovely ballad
“Lttle Bird” from “Three Kinds of
Happiness” (Not Two Records, 2010)

UMBRELLA theoriesirisallwingthe

Wecome the moment with s delight
musIc ful sense of adventure and abandon.
FESTIVAL Thope Some booty shakin' and other

enthusiastc forms of participation wil
# Continues through Nov. 6 ensue. Watch out-it could get messy
# Various venues: Chicago Cul-
tural Center, 78 E. Washington;
The Whistler, 2421 N. Milwaukee;
Elastic, 2830 N. Milwaukee; The
Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansva

# Information and comple
schedule: ummeuamum.wg

Mary Halvorson Quintet
10 p.m. Nov. 6, The Hungry Brain, 2319
W. Belmont

Guitarist Halvorson is the kind of
‘maverick composer that makes her
band play differently. For example
on which the of his itan ist Jon Irabagon,
melodious chalumeau (low register)  known for his wild exc
and od school vibrato fuse with “Noatly Other Feople Do The Kmmg,“

Roebke's u dbottomendand  plays quite differently in Halvor-
plus Pride’s i sol
polyrhythmic percussion. on the metrically shifting opener

to Halvorsonfs ritclly aclsimed
“Satus rehouse 12, 2010),
scems nonotacless chiste ekt o
the sonic implosions she detonates
‘without warning into her own forays.
Iconoclasts Marc Ribot and Derek
Bailey are suggested in her sound, but
Halvorson clams o stealharmony
from such sources as Marvin Gaye,
Seriabin, Shostakovich, Robert Wyatt
and Clifford Brown. This stellar quin-
{etlso fatures trumpeter Jonathan
Finlayson from Steve Coleman’s Five
Flements and has Trevor Dunn stand-
ing in for regular bassist John Hebert.

— Michael Jackson

Matt Wilson

Man Wilson
m. Nov. 6, The Hungry Brai, 2319

w Belmont, (773) 709-14

Hisonisa somewhal sur-
ut welcome inclusion
o this year’s fetiva. Rarificd
intellectuals tend to dominate
the impro musie miliu and
though Wilson is brig!
asabutton, hehasa.
winning sense of
humor, all the more
potent given his
world class drum
skills which have
boosted the likes of
Wynton Marsalis,
Pit Metheny, Denny
Zeitlin and Dewey

Redzan In snticpation

his performance Wilson

St vt cordially invite

g

Mary Halvorsor
|AMANIWILLETT



